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You can make a wish by touching the Lantern
of Life, one of the highlights — along with
giant puppets — of the Grand Finale Parade.

17th Annual
Charles Dickens Festival
WHEN | WHERE Today-Sunday
throughout the village of Port Jefferson
INFO 631-473-5220, portjeff.com
ADMISSION Free (fee for certain events)

BY JIM MERRITT
Special to Newsday

B
y Dickens, it’s back.

Port Jefferson’s annual literary fete
“is going on as usual,” says Allan Vare-
la, chairman of the Greater Port Jeffer-
son-Northern Brookhaven Arts Coun-

cil, with storm damage mostly confined to
some storefronts near the harbor.

You can have a fine time at this annual
celebration of all things Dickensian by show-
ing up in the village and wandering streets
filled with fictional characters such as Father
Christmas, Ebenezer Scrooge and legions of
soot-covered chimney sweeps. But to have the
best of times, you’ll want to immerse yourself
even further by high-stepping at a Victorian
dance party, touring a local home built during
the Victorian era or watching a parade featur-
ing those famous Dickens Christmas ghosts.

In the next three days more than 100 events
are planned, including concerts, exhibits and
productions of “The Nutcracker” and “A
Christmas Carol.” Here are selected highlights
for those with great expectations for a Dickens
of a time.

FEZZIWIG’S DANCE PARTY
WHEN | WHERE 7:30-9:30 p.m. tomorrow,
Masonic Lodge, 312 Main St.
ADMISSION $2-$3

You thought the 1950s was a great decade
for music? At this annual blowout, an 1850s
dance band named Dance All Night fiddles,
plucks and strums the real “golden oldies.”
You’ll step to instructions from a dance caller,
who is an expert in contra dancing, then waltz
and polka, which were popular in the mid-19th
century. You can even dance in your Dickens
get-up.

‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’ RADIO SHOW
WHEN | WHERE 1, 2:15, 3:30 and 8 p.m. tomor-
row; 12:30, 1:45 and 3 p.m. Sunday, Port Jeffer-
son Village Center

ADMISSION Free
“A Christmas Carol” Radio Show is an annual

treat featuring a group of players in an old-time
radio setting — it’s “Prairie Home Compan-
ion”-style storytelling. Tomorrow’s 8 p.m. show
is a new approach: “Voices of Christmas” is a
new, original tale about a 1940s radio studio
performing “A Christmas Carol” live on Christ-
mas Eve.

CHOCOLATE EXTRAVAGANZA
WHEN | WHERE 10 a.m.-5 p.m. tomorrow and
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, Christ Church Episco-
pal, 127 Barnum Ave.

The women of Christ Church Episcopal
have been cooking up chocolate treats to
sweeten this year’s festival with the help of
veteran chocolate-maker Frio Spampinato.
Their candy shop includes milk chocolate
coconut clusters, chunks of dark chocolate,
and pretzels covered with white chocolate
and Christmas nonpareils.

NOW ONLINE:
Holiday gifts for everyone on your list
exploreLI.com/winter

B24 Ask Amy
B18 Dining Out
B22 Comics
B21 Crossword
B15 Entertainment

B21 Games
B21 Horoscopes
B40 Kidsday
B26 LI Arts
B11 Movies

B6 Movie Times
B34 NYC Picks
B21 Sudoku
B15 Theater
B39 TV

Community
organizations,
historical
societies and
nonprofits around
the Island have
organized holiday
tours. We’ll show
you where to find
homes dressed
for the holidays.

Where to ice skate on Long Island: exploreLI.com/sports

exploreLI
It’s not winter yet,
but it’s time for
winter fun! Lace
up your skates
and head to one
of Long Island’s
indoor or outdoor
ice rinks. We’ll
point you in the
right direction.

Holiday house tours on LI: exploreLI.com/winter

iceskating
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From past,
a Dickens
present

ON THE
COVER
Jerry Parisi as
the festival’s
Scrooge, with
Frankie
Martinez as
Fred and
Michele
Williams as
Belle.
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